The mechanism op traumatic shock Efforts to produce shock experimentally play an important part in the elucidation of the mechanism ?f traumatic shock. The criteria of shock conditions in all these experiments were : (1) sudden and persistent fall in blood pressure, with a rapid and feeble pulse, (2) shallow breathing, (3) the absence of reaction on irritation, (4) lowering of the temperature. All this points to a disturbance of the vegetative nervous system, particularly the sympathetic, which in itself leads April, 1943] 
Experiments made by us and our colleagues (Rosin, Chvoles) have proved that sensitivity, especially to pain, plays an important part in the development of shock. They showed that irritation of the skin by an induction current for 2 to 6 hours causes shock, whereas with preliminary anaesthetizing of the skin with novocain much longer electrical stimulation is without effect. Given the same conditions, shock is most easily produced by irritation of the skin on the inner surface of the thigh, the peritoneum, and the periosteum, whereas irritation of the dura even for as long as 8 to 12 hours does not cause shock. The rhythm of irritation is important, shock usually appearing much more quickly when the rhythm is quicker. 
